AUTISM RESOURCES IN ARIZONA

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS

Parent listserve:  HelpASAP:  this listserve is for parents of children with autism in the Phoenix area.  To subscribe, email  momie2four@yahoo.com 
Greater Phoenix Chapter (GPC) of the Autism Society of America:  This group is for all people interested in autism, including parents of children/adults, and people with autism/Asperger’s.  Monthly meetings, newsletter, annual conference.  Call (602) 940-1093 http://www.phxautism.org

North Phoenix Parent Support Group:  This group is primarily for parents of young children with autism.  They meet the 4th Tuesday of the month at Coco’s restaurant in Northern Scottsdale.  Contact Jennifer Lansky 480 951-2422.

East Valley Parent Group:  This group is primarily for parents of young children with autism.  Meets the first Monday of every month.  Contact Janet Kirwan at 480 632-5719.

East Valley Autism Support Group for Spanish-Speakers:  Group meets 2nd Tuesday of every month with experts from different fields related to autism.  Group shares valuable information and offers support to families.  Contact Alberto Serpias at (480) 831-1009.

Tucson Chapter of the Autism Society of America, (520) 770-1541.  This group serves people with autism of all ages, and holds monthly meetings. www.tucsonautism.org
Angel's Purse:  Located in Nogales, a source of autism information regarding beneficial therapies, in both English and Spanish.  Contact Jenny Culver Hill at: (520) 287-8808
Support Group for Adults with High-Functioning Autism/Asperger’s 

Tempe:  contact trish_crew@yahoo.com
Phoenix:  contact Tom at (602) 340-8717

Tucson:  contact Jerry Newport at  wholphin48@hotmail.com  
 

Asperger Parent Network, resource for families and professionals in the Greater Phoenix Area.  Monthly meetings, e-group and web site.  www.apn.150m.com
Council for Jews with Special Needs: Provides a range of services, 480-629-5343. www.cjsn.org/   Email:  info@cjsn.org 12701 North Scottsdale Road, Suite 205 Scottsdale, AZ  85254

Fragile X Society of Arizona  Provides information on Fragile X.  3418 W. Lucia Drive  Phoenix, AZ  85085 (623) 587-7570  www.azfragilex.org
OTHER RESOURCES:

Southwest Autism Resource and Research Center (SARRC):  This nonprofit center includes seminars, library, and research studies related to autism. (602) 340-8717 http://www.autismcenter.org/
HOPE: This agency specializes in providing trained therapists and consultants for respite and habilitation (behavioral) programs to help children with autism, and holds training seminars for parents and providers. Call (480) 610-6981. 

Arizona State University Autism Research Program:  Directs several autism-related research studies, and maintains a web site with information for parents.  www.eas.asu.edu/~autism
Call to be added to the waiting list for future research studies:  (480) 965-3316.

Center for Autism Research and Education (CARE):  Offers comprehensive medical and nutritional evaluations as well as individual and group therapeutic services.  www.center4autism.org   (602) 277-2273 • E-mail: info@center4autism.org
PlayABA:  provides behavior and language therapy services for autism families, including consulting on home behavior programs and .  See www.play-aba.com, or call 602 743-5414.   

Emily Anderson Family Learning Center: a lending library for information on disabilities.  Located on the main corridor of Phoenix Children’s Hospital, 1919 E. Thomas Rd, Phoenix (SW corner of 20th St and Thomas Road). Call them at 602-546-1400 for hours.  www.phxchildrens.com/about/services/emilycenter/

The ARC of Arizona (Association of Retarded Citizens): (602) 243-1787

Parent Training and Information Centers:  advice, seminars, newsletter (English and Spanish)
Raising Special Kids: 2400 N. Central Ave, Suite 200, Phoenix AZ 85004-1313 (602) 242-4366; 1-800-237-3007; www.raisingspecialkids.org

Serves:  Apache, Coconino, Maricopa, Mohave, Navaho, Yavapai

Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona: 2600 N. Wyatt Dr, Tucson, AZ 85712; (520) 324-3150; 1-(877) 365-7220

Serves:  Cochise, Gila, Greenlee, Graham, Pima, Pinal, LaPaz, Santa Cruz, Yuma

Arizona Center for Disability Law:  Advocates for the legal rights of persons with disabilities

* to be free from abuse, neglect and discrimination
* to have access to education, health care, housing and jobs, and other services in order to maximize independence and achieve equality

  http://www.acdl.com/    Phoenix:  602) 274-6287     Tucson:  (520) 327-9547 

AZ Positive Behavior Support :  Provides information and offers workshops on assessing problem behaviors and treating them in a positive way.  Based at Northern Arizona University.  www.nau.edu/ihd/positive 

GOVERNMENT RESOURCES

Arizona Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD):  

Provides many services to people with developmental disabilities, including respite, habilitation, speech therapy, physical therapy, and occupational therapy. (602) 870-1721.

Arizona Early Intervention Program in Maricopa County:  for children under 36 months:  480 941-2199.

Social Security Payments:  Families with limited incomes (under about $25,000-$35,000/yr depending on family size and assets) can apply to Social Security for payments to help children with a disability.  Contact 1-800-772-1213.


NATIONAL SOCIETIES

Autism Society of America:  1-800-3-AUTISM; www.autism-society.org/  Publishes a newsletter, hosts an extensive website, holds an annual national conference, and lobbies Congress for autism services and research.  

Families for Early Autism Treatment (FEAT): www.feat.org  Over 70 local chapters.

Autism Research Institute:  Directed by Bernard Rimland, a parent of an adult with autism and a leading advocate of research on autism.  Publishes a newsletter summarizing current research on autism, and also provides a wide range of information.  Contact:  www.autism.com/ari, 4182 Adams Avenue, San Diego, CA 92116 Fax: (619) 563-6840

Contact any of the above groups to be on their newsletters, listserves, research projects, etc. 
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